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SELECTIVITY PRACTICE TERM 2:

TO TEXT OR NOT TO TEXT, THAT IS THE QUESTION
According to recent studies 10 billion text messages are sent every month in Europe, principally because texting is a lot less expensive than making phone calls. And if you use abbreviated word forms, it’s even cheaper. But although writing CU L8R instead of ‘see you later’ might save you money, according to some people it is destroying the English language.

Since texting became popular there has been a constant media campaign warning us of its dangers. University professors and teachers have been quoted as saying that texting was ruining people’s writing skills and creating an illiterate generation. However, after a decade of electronic messages the experts have discovered the truth: good text message writers are also good writers in general. According to a recent study by the University of Coventry in England, students who used the greatest number of shortened words in text messages were also the best spellers and writers of normal English. Well-known linguist David Crystal also discovered that only 10% of the words in text messages were actually abbreviated and that many of the abbreviations that were used had been around for a lot longer than mobile phones. In other words, the dangers from texting were an urban legend.

Despite these positive conclusions, it is unlikely that worries about texting are going to disappear overnight. In fact, whenever a new invention appears, there is always someone who says it’s dangerous, even when there is evidence to the contrary!

I. – Answer questions 1–4 according to the information given in the text. Use your own words. (4 marks)
REMEMBER TO INTRODUCE THE QUESTIONS AND USE YOUR OWN WORDS
1. – Why is texting so popular?
2. – What have the experts discovered about people who use a lot of abbreviated words?

3. – What did linguist David Crystal discover about shortened forms in text messages? 
4. – What often happens when a new invention appears? 
II. – Are these statements True or False? Justify your answers based on information from the text, rewriting the original sentences in your own way or quoting properly. (2 marks) 
REMEMBER TO INTRODUCE THE APPROPRIATE WORDING
1. – Texting has had a negative effect on the work produced by university professors and teachers.
2. – Texting has had a negative effect on the work produced by university professors and teachers.
III. – Find the words or expressions in the text that mean: (1 mark) 
1. – a plan to do a number of things in order to achieve a special aim    
2. – not able to read or write    

3. – a story that may or may not be true    

4. – happening very suddenly    
IV. – Write a composition of about 130 words on ONE of these topics. Specify your option. (3 marks)    

         State your option.
1. – Do you think face-to-face communication is better than other types of communication, such as 

letters, email, or telephone calls?
2. – In the future, students may have the choice of studying at home using technology such as 

computers or television, or of studying at traditional schools. Which would you prefer? 
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